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Upcoming Events:

For more information see
www.Icbas.org

Nov. 22: Half-day birdwalk at Big
Flats HMU - see page 3

Nov. 25: Special chapter meeting and
program at the Richland Public Library.
Please note the earlier start time of
6:00 PM.

Dec. 2: LCBAS Board Meeting

Dec. 6: LCBAS First Saturday Bird
Walk - see page 2

Dec. 9: Special event - Historical
Changes in Bird Populations in the
Lower Columbia Basin - see page 4

Dec. 13: Special event for kids of all
ages - see below

Dec. 27: Christmas Bird Count - see
page 3

“Tweet Tidings” Deck the Halls
with Feathered Friends

A merry crafting day for kids of all
ages to make their own birdie
ornaments.

Join Lower Columba Basin Audubon
Society members and library staff in an
afternoon of fun and camaraderie
making bird ornaments and answering
questions about birds.

All are welcome.

Where: Richland Public Library,
Rooms A & B

When: December 13, 1:00 - 4:00 PM
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LCBAS & Richland Library Special Speaker Event:
Tuesday, November 25, at 6:00 PM
Richland Public Library, Doris Roberts Gallery
955 Northgate Drive, Richland, WA

Please note the change in time and location for this meeting.

With Ivan Phillipsen, Science of Birds Podcaster and Naturalist Guide

Ivan explores how we are living
at a pivotal moment in the
history of birds; when our scien-
tific understanding, technological
tools, and global enthusiasm for
birding have reached unprece-
dented heights, even as bird
populations face accelerating
threats from habitat loss and
climate change. He argues that
this convergence of knowledge
and passion gives us a rare,
urgent opportunity to protect the
planet’s remaining avian diversity.

Ji

Ivan is the creator and host of The Science of Birds podcast, which has
been running for five years and now features more than 120 episodes.
The show focuses on ornithology—the biology of birds—while remain-
ing accessible to a wide audience of birders and nature enthusiasts.

The “A Day with the Birds” exhibit continues at the Richland Library
through November and December. This magnificent, interactive travel-
ing exhibition highlights the Audubon Christmas Bird Count, and how
that event has been contributing to community science for more than
100 years. Plan to check it out when you come for the program!



https://www.scienceofbirds.com/
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First Saturday / Bateman Island Bird Walk
November 1, 2025

By Lisa Hill

We had a great crowd of over 25 enthusiastic birders who tallied up an impressive list of 57 species for the
Bateman Island bird walk. LCBAS will continue to host walks on the island for as long as it is open to the
public. We may yet get one more walk in for December! When there is no longer access to the island, we will
rotate through some of the major parks in the area for the First Saturday walks. Information will be on the
LCBAS website and in the Curlew newsletter.

Plenty of waterfowl were present including CAN-
VASBACK, AMERICAN WIGEON, BUFFLE-
HEAD, GREEN-WINGED TEAL, NORTHERN
PINTAIL, NORTHERN SHOVELER, GADWALL
and COMMON MERGANSER. A flock of seven
swans flew by (not a-swimming) which we opted
to identify as TUNDRA SWANS since the chances
of seeing that many Trumpeter Swans is almost
nil. Over 30 AMERICAN WHITE PELICANS
loafed about on the Yakima delta mud flats. A
large flock of LONG-BILLED DOWITCHERS
poked around in the mud with a few LEAST
SANDPIPERS, KILLDEER and a GREATER
YELLOWLEGS.

There was a good list of raptors: BALD EAGLE, PEREGRINE FALCON,
AMERICAN KESTREL, RED-TAILED HAWK, COOPER’S HAWK,
- NORTHERN HARRIER and a raptor wannabe, NORTHERN SHRIKE.

~ Despite being well into the non-breeding season, a few songbirds will
sing at this time of year, a phenomenon called “autumnal recrudes-
cence”. Scientists give several possible reasons for this. The balance of
daylight and dark at this time of year is similar to that of early breeding
season in spring, causing a slight resurgence of testosterone in males.
For year-around residents like SONG SPARROWS and BEWICK’S
WRENS, they might continue to claim their feeding and roosting territo-
ries as others of their species migrate into the area. WHITE-CROWNED
SPARROWS which live in flocks in winter have a particularly long and
complex non-breeding song that is easily recognizable. Again, they are
probably establishing feeding territories and announcing their presence
in the flock.

Tundra Swans above right, and White-crowned Sparrow, left.
Photos by Larry Umthun

The next First Saturday Bird Walk is Saturday, December 6th, beginning promptly at 8:00 AM.
Please join us! Both the public and LCBAS members are always welcome.
Binoculars are available, first come, first served. No registration is required.

Please come a few minutes early to sign in.

Check the LCBAS website for updates on the bird walk.
If the causeway is still open, we will continue birding on Bateman Island. If it is no longer availa-
ble, the new location will be posted on the LCBAS website AND on the LCBAS Facebook page.
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Christmas Bird Count - December 27, 2025

Mark your calendars for Saturday, December 27, 2025 for this year’s Christmas Bird Count! Join our team's effort to
track local bird populations and contribute to scientific discovery. Whether you are a seasoned birder or just curious,
everyone can join the fun. Count birds at your feeder, stroll your neighborhood, or explore a wider area. You can also
lend your skills as a data recorder. Reach out to our team leaders before the count (see below) and make your

observations matter!

The count circle provides excellent birdwatching opportunities. River
systems attract a mix of waterbirds, while open parks support upland
species. Since the mid-1960s, our Tri-Cities count has contributed
valuable data to local, regional, and national studies of bird populations.

Following the count, we will have a potluck dinner to review results and
share stories about the day. Participants are encouraged to bring a dish
to share, such as a salad, dessert, or main course. This is not only a
time to eat, but also a time to celebrate our efforts and enjoy each
other's company. We look forward to seeing you at the LDS Church on
Jadwin. Enter the back parking lot off Goethals. All are welcome, even

if you can’t participate in the CBC.

Please coordinate with a team lead to avoid overlapping areas and to
obtain more detailed information. Help us make this year's effort our
best yet. Please contact any of us if you have questions or would like

to join.

The Tri-Cities (WATC) count circle, #58223

The count circle is divided into three sections. The three section leaders are: Richland: Lisa Hill (509-869-6715)
Kennewick: Rowan Young-McMurchie (509-438-7238) Pasco: Dana Ward (509-430-3363)

Bill LaFramboise is the overall coordinator and can be reached at 509-531-3768 or billnan321@gmail.com.

J——L

Winter Birdwalk!

Winter is right around the corner and our cold-weather residents are
back! Join us for a morning of birding at the Big Flat Habitat Management
Unit looking for winter songbirds and waterfowl on the banks of the
Snake River. Come prepared to walk for a few hours in the cold. Member
and non-member participants welcome!

Carpool/caravan will meet promptly
at 7am in the Columbia Basin College
A-building parking lot. (46.250156,
-119.117468)

Saturday, 11/22 from 7am-1lam

Questions?

Ichashirdingevents@outiook.com
509) 438-723

Saturday, Ilovemher 22

The Curlew

5% donated to Columbia Basin Audubon Society for every attendee

13

dec

Photograp
Workshop

Join Diana McPherson and Karen Edwards this December at stunning
Lake Coeur d'Alene, Idaho, to witness the annual Bald Eagle migration.

Secure your spot and prepare for an exciting chance
to enhance your bird in flight photography skills!

After a day spent along the shore, review your photos over
lunch and gain valuable editing insights from the experts!

www.FriendsInNature.com

WWW. keconservatlonghotography com

LIMITED T0 10
PARTICIPANTS

Find out more and sign up
on either website

Karen Edwards 8

Diana McPhson
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Historical Changes in Bird Populations in the Lower Columbia Basin

LCBAS & Richland Library Special Speaker Event: With Bill and Nancy LaFramboise
Tuesday, December 9, at 6:00 PM

Richland Public Library, Doris Roberts Gallery

955 Northgate Drive, Richland, WA

Bill and Nancy LaFramboise will explore how bird populations in
the Lower Columbia Basin have shifted and evolved. Drawing
from historical literature, eBird data, and years spent observing
in the field, they will uncover the stories behind the rise and fall
of familiar species, from nuthatches and chickadees to sagebrush |
sparrows and pelicans. They will examine how urbanization,
agriculture, changes in river systems, and fire have reshaped

the region’s bird communities. This presentation offers a data-
rich, visually compelling look at both declines and new arrivals of
species that define today’s avifauna in southeastern Washington.
Join us for an engaging discussion and discover how these
changes may affect the future populations of our local birds.

A8 Bill and Nancy LaFramboise are local naturalists who have spent over 30
A years living in the Lower Columbia Basin, though their explorations have
% . taken them across the country. They are especially interested in local bird
' 74 species and how, over time, environmental changes have affected these

" populations.

- \\6 1
£ Together, they have conducted long-term monitoring of bird populations
A/ at the Arid Lands Ecology Reserve, focusing on species abundance and
"‘\;; the impact of fire on these species. They have also studied the impacts of

! local wind power development on bird mortality. They are the authors of
the Annotated Checklist of the Birds of the Lower Columbia Basin and a
flcompanion document that compiles records of rare bird sightings in the
v region. Their current work is a multi-year study of population changes in
" wintering White-crowned Sparrows.

Bill compiles the local Christmas Bird Count and previously wrote the bird sightings column for the Lower
Columbia Basin Audubon Society Curlew. Nancy worked for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, where she
participated in several local bird monitoring programs.

Above right - Pacific Wren Photo by Larry Umthun
Above left - Spotted Towhee Photo by Ivar Husa
Below left - Hermit Thrush, and below right - Varied Thrush Photos by Larry Umthun
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LCBAS MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL: The Curlew digital newsletter subscribers are alerted to the impending expira-
tion of their subscription by email. Please renew your subscription on or before the month your subscription expires to
continue to receive the newsletter without interruption. Renewing online is easy, quick and safe:
www.lowercolumbiabasinaudubon.org/join-renew-donate or you can use the form included with this newsletter.

ADDRESS CHANGES: Please send address changes (email address) to www.lowercolumbiabasinaudubon.org/
contact so that your subscription is not interrupted. You can also mail address changes to LCBAS, PO Box 1900,
Richland, WA 99352.

NEW NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY MEMBERS: We hope you will support Lower Columbia Basin Audubon by
joining the local chapter, which is locally funded. Please become a paid subscriber and add your voice to our bird pro-
tection, conservation, and education efforts. Doing so is fast, easy, and secure at our website:
www.lowercolumbiabasinaudubon.org/join-renew-donate

The LCBAS Privacy Policy is available at our website. Find out more at www.Icbas.org or
www.lowercolumbiabasinaudubon.org

I LCBAS OFFICERS AND STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Position Name Email

President Dana Ward president.Icbas@gmail.com
Vice President OPEN -

Treasurer Dan Hansen treasurer.lcbas@gmail.com
Secretary Debbie Berkowitz secretary.lcbas@gmail.com

Birding Events
Communications Chair
Conservation Co-Chair
Education Chair
Finance Chair
Fundraising Chair
Membership Chair
Program Chair
Director at Large

Director at Large

Curlew Editor
Membership Database
LCBAS Website

Publicity Chair

Rowan Young-McMurchie
Charlene Burge

Dana Ward and Rick Leaumont
OPEN

Dan Hansen

Marcie Daines

OPEN

Lori Nelson

Robin Priddy

Kelly Doyle

OTHER CONTACTS:

Charlene Burge
Rich Barchet
Lisa Hill & Lori Nelson

OPEN

Icbasbirdingevents@outlook.com

treasurer.lcbas@gmail.com

To contact anyone without a dedicated
email address, please use the contact

form on our website:

www.lowercolumbiabasinaudubon.org/

contact
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Lower Columbia Basin Audubon Society
PO Box 1900

Richland, WA 99352

Lower Columbia Basin Audubon Membership Form

LCBAS membership benefits include a year’s subscription (10 issues) to our digital newsletter “The Curlew” and priority
registration for space-limited field trips. LCBAS is a 501¢c(3) organization and dues are tax deductible.

Regular membership (Individual or family at the same permanent address) ($20)
Full-time student membership ($10)
| would like to make an additional donation of

Total: (If paying with a check, please make check payable to LCBAS)

Register and pay online via PayPal at www.lowercolumbiabasinaudubon.org/join-renew-donate
-OR- Mail your form and dues to: Lower Columbia Basin Audubon Society, PO Box 1900, Richland, WA. 99352

___l do not want to receive e-alerts for last minute activity changes, important issues, and volunteer opportunities
(check for opt-out).

Name

Email (required to receive newsletter)
Street Adress
City, State,Zip
Phone

Membership in LCBAS is separate from membership in the National Audubon Society.
To join the National Audubon Society, please go to www.audubon.orgq
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